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Abstract

Cognitive linguistics has provided good ways to
examine texts and understand them better. The concept
of divine mercy is used as one of the abstract concepts
in the book of Nahj ul-Balaghah in various metaphorical
forms, so that its linguistic analysis reveals its special
literary beauty for the audience and the views of Imam
Ali (peace be upon him). This article discusses the
conceptual metaphor of divine mercy in Nahj ul-
Balaghah, using the descriptive and analytical method in
light of Olaf Jekyll’s cognitive theory. One of the most
important results of the research is that the Imam (peace
be upon him) made his desired concepts understandable
within the framework of tangible objects, using various
fields of phenomenal, situational, and diagnostic
metaphors. So, mercy is depicted in Nahj ul-Balaghah
as a precious property stored in the treasures that God
opens for the benefit of the servants, or spiritual
blessings such as sending messengers and the revelation
of the Qur’an in the form of rain that falls on the
servants. In other words, God's mercy is like a huge
container or space that the servant can enter or get out of
it. This, and based on Jekyll's epistemological
principles, the analysis of the evidence examined in
Nahj ul-Balaghah is consistent with and supports
Jekyll's nine metaphorical principles, such as the
principle of comprehensive metaphor, the principle of
scope, the principle of form, the principle of unity, the
principle of necessity, the principle of creativity, and the
principle of concentration.

Keywords: Nahj ul-Balaghah, Conceptual Metaphor,
Existential Metaphor, Compassion, Jekyll's Cognitive
Principles.
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4. Diachronic Hypothesis

5. Unidirectionality Hypothesis
6. Hypothesis Invariance

7. Necessity Hypothesis
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1. Ubiquity Hypothesis
2. Domain Hypothesis
3. Model Hypothesis
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8. Entity/Substance Metaphors
9. Container Metaphors
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. Creativity Hypothesis

. Hypothesis Focusing

. MetaphorsStructural

. Metaphor Orientational
. Ontological Metaphors
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1. Personification Metaphors
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