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Abstract

The Quranic term Tract of land is a multilayered and context-dependent word for which
various Persian equivalents, such as "city" "land/region", and “earth/ground”, have been selected
in translations. In many instances, these discrepancies lead to a reduction or alteration of the
semantic scope of the verses, thereby affecting the transmission of the Quran’s historical, physical,
and discursive messages. Grounded in Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
framework, this study investigates the Persian translations of the term Tract of land in the Holy
Quran based on a tripartite set of lexical, historical, and syntactic-semantic criteria. Utilizing a
qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach, data were gathered from Quranic verses containing
the word Tract of land alongside ancient and contemporary Persian translations, followed by
analysis across Fairclough’s three levels: description, interpretation, and explanation. The findings
reveal that many translations distance themselves from the physical, historical context and
discursive implications of the verses by oversimplifying land to mean merely “city." Conversely,
translators who opted for equivalents such as "land/region" or descriptive renderings successfully
reflected the historical and semantic layers of the verses with greater precision. Furthermore, the
discursive analysis demonstrates that the translators' lexical choices are heavily influenced by their
cultural, historical, and exegetical assumptions. Consequently, this study concludes that
translating key Quranic terms demands not only lexical accuracy but also simultaneous attention
to historical context, syntactic structure, and discursive layers to effectively convey the Quranic
message to the contemporary reader.
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